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Urban  District  of  Ilfracombe. 


Public  Health  Committee  : 

Chairman  : Councillor  W.  H.  Roulstone. 


Councillors  : 


J.  Armstrong. 

R.  Fairchild. 

Mrs.  H.  Farndell. 
T.  Mercer. 


Miss  I.  Pugsley. 
F.  G.  Reed,  J.P. 
W.  Shore. 

W.  E.  Trebble. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Council 
(Councillor  R.  E.  A.  Stuart,  J.P.) 

VICE-CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

(Councillor  J.  H.  Gilbert). 


Public  Health  Staff : 

Part-T ime  Officer : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  of  Isolation  Hospital — 
W.  B.  Boone,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P, 

Whole-Time  Officers  : 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent : 

F.  J.  Saunders,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst.,  M.S.I.A. 

Meat  Inspector's  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute ■ 

Meat  Inspector's  Certificate,  Liverpool  University . 

Clerk:  Miss  E.  Pearce. 

Matron,  Isolation  Hospital : Miss  G.  Carrick,  S.R.N.,  S.F.N. 
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Health  Department, 


Ilfracombe. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  Chairman,  Miss  Pugsley  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Second  Annual  Report  as  Temporary  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Report  is  constructed  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the 
Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

This  year’s  Report  is  interesting  inasmuch  as  the  Ministry  of 
Health  now  allow  the  publication  of  certain  details  which  have  been 
suppressed  during  the  period  of  the  European  War. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  1931  Census  was  9,175  ; 
the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
1944  was  10,270. 

The  Birth-Rate  is  16  4 per  1,000,  the  highest  since  1909. 

The  Death-rate  is  below  the  average. 

The  number  of  Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  in  the  district  was  a 
small  one,  that  of  Tuberculosis  being  much  lower  than  in  previous  years. 

Frequent  tests  of  the  Water  Supply  have  been  carried  out  and 
a very  high  standard  of  purity  has  been  maintained. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  Milk  Supply  has  been  highly  satisfactory. 

Here  I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  F.  J.  Saunders,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  his  valuable  co-operation  and  help  throughout  the  year. 

I must  thank  also  Miss  G.  Garrick,  the  Matron  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  who  has  worked  most  efficiently  despite  the  shortage  of  staff. 

To  Miss  Dean,  Commandant,  and  Members  of  the  Red  Cross 
Detachment,  who  have  helped  in  many  ways  with  the  treatment  of  the 
children  from  the  blitzed  areas  I would  send  my  appreciation. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  BOONE,  M.A.,  B.M.  B.Ch. 


July,  1945. 
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Statistical  Memoranda,  1944. 


Situation..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Lat.  51°  13’N.  Long  4Q  7’W. 

Area  (including  Foreshore)  . . . . . . . . 5,627  acres 

Elevation  of  Area  built  on  . . . . . . 19  feet  to  744  feet 

Geological  Formation.  Shale  overlying  limestone  and  sandstone 
Population  (Census  1931)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9,175 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  mid-year,  1944)  . . 10,270 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  1931)  . . 2,327 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £85,491 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . £343  1 Is.  8d. 

Rainfall  during  1944  . . . . . . . . . . 38*04  inches 

Bright  Sunshine  during  1944  ..  ..  ..  ..  1511*0  hours 

Water  Supply  . . . . . . . . Constant  Service,  great  purity 

Sewage  Disposal  . . By  water  carriage,  outfall  in  Bristol  Channel 


Births 

Birth-rate 

Birth-rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Deaths  ••  ••  ••  • • •• 

Death-rate 

Death-rate  (corrected) 

Death-rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Zymotic  Death-rate  (including  Influenza) 
Tuberculosis  Death-rate  .. 

Infantile  Mortality 

Infantile  Mortality  (England  and  Wales) 


169 

16*4  per  1,000 

17'6  per  1,000 
141 

13*7  per  1,000 
Not  available  for  1944 
11*6  per  1,000 
'09  per  1,000 
38  per  1,000 
41 ‘4  per  1,000  live  births 
46  per  1,000  live  births 


EXTRACT 

FROM 

ViTAl 

♦ 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births  : 

Total 

149 

20 

Males 

81 

6 

Females 

68 

14  i 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 
- estimated  resident  popula- 
tion 16*4 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

i ! 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  11 ’96) 

Deaths 

141 

59 

82 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  popula- 
tion 13*7 
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DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  GAUSES. 

(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . Nil  — 

,,  30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . Nil  — 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . 

GAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Registrar  General’s  Figures. 

Males 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  1 

Other  forms  ot  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  — 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc  ...  ...  ...  4 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ...  ...  — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ...  ...  — 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  malformation  ; Birth  injuries,  etc.  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  causes  ....  ...  ...  ...  13 

% 

Total  all  causes  ...  ...  59 


41.4 

40.2 

50.0 


• • 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Females 

3 

1 

1 

13 

9 

34 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 


2 

9 

82 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Detailed  particulars  of  these  services  were  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1932;  there  has  been  no  material  change  during  the 
present  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  was  0.38  per  1,000. 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  a Death-rate  of  1.5  per  1 000. 

The  Death-rate  from  Heart  Disease  was  5.1  per  1,000. 

No  comparability  factor  is  available  for  the  year  1944  and  from 
the  following  table  it  will  be  noted  that  no  less  than  104  of  the  deaths 
were  those  of  persons  whose  age  was  70  or  more  years. 


Age  at  Death  : 

« 

27  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  70  years  and  under  75  years. 

35  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  75  years  and  under  80  years 

21  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  80  years  and  under  85  years. 

16  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  85  years  and  under  90  years. 

5 deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  90  years  and  over. 


Water  Supply. 


The  Public  Water  Supply  is  constant,  it  is  delivered  by  gravitation 
and  is  of  the  highest  purity. 

There  is  a limited  gathering  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reservoirs 
at  Slade  but  the  principal  supply  is  received  from  Challacombe. 

The  Challacombe  supply  is  fed  from  a watershed  of  more  than  3,000 
acres  of  open  moor  forming  part  of  the  Forest  of  Exmoor. 

By  means  of  an  aqueduct  and  pipe  line  the  water  is  conveyed  for  a 
distance  of  14  miles  to  the  Ilfracombe  Reservoirs. 

The  Reservoirs  at  Slade  provide  storage  for  approximately 
50,000,000  gallons  of  water. 

Extensions  to  the  water  undertaking  were  commenced  in  1937  but 
owing  to  the  War  were  not  completed  until  the  end  of  1944. 

In  1938  two  reservoirs  and  a filtration  plant  were  constructed  at 
Hore  Down,  the  storage  reservoir  has  a capacity  of  700,000  gallons,  the 
service  reservoir  300,000  gallons,  the  rapid  filtration  plant  is  capable  of 
dealing  with  300,000  gallons  per  day< 
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A new  impounding  reservoir  in  which  13,000,000  gallons  of  water 
can  be  stored  has  been  constructed  by  erecting  a dam  in  a valley  on  the 
headwaters  of  the  River  Bray  at  Challacombe. 

This  work  was  completed  in  1944. 

All  domestic  supplies  are  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  being 
distributed  to  points  as  far  distant  as  Hele  on  the  East,  and  Lee, 
Woolacombe  and  Mortehoe  on  the  West. 

As  at  times  the  water  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  the  use  of  lead 
pipes  for  distributing  water  is  forbidden. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  houses,  principally  farm  buildings  in 
the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  and  which  have  their  own  private 
supplies,  the  whole  population  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  Works 
directly  to  the  houses. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Six  routine  samples  were  taken  for  examination,  in  each  case  the 
sample  was  reported  to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity. 
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REPORTS  ON  THE  EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES  1944. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Disease. 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Para  Typhoid  B 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

Malaria  (Military) 
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Malaria. 

The  case  of  Malaria  was  a soldier  home  on  leave  from  Italy  and 
the  disease  had  been  contracted  abroad. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  immunisation  of  children  was  continued  throughout  1944, 
the  following  numbers  being  dealt  with  : 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  127 

Children  age  5 to  15  years 59 

The  case  notified  as  Diphtheria  was  found  after  admission  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  not  to  be  Diphtheria. 

Scabies. 

The  cleansing  station  is  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

121  cases  were  treated,  92  of  these  being  cured  by  a single 
treatment.  20  contacts  were  treated  as  a precautionary  measure. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Non  Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Non  Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— — ■ 

5 to  10  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— — 

10  to  15  years 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

15  to  20  years 

— 

3 

— . 

— 

— — 

— — 

20  to  25  years 

1 

1 

1 

2 

~ 1 

— — 

25  to  35  years 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 2 

— — 

35  to  45  years 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

— — 

45  to  55  years 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 — 

— — 

55  to  65  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

65  & upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— — 

Totals 

10 

9 

3 

2 

1 3 

— — 

Disinfection  of  Rooms  and  Articles.  58  rooms  were  disinfected  as 
follows  : — Scarlet  Fever,  20  rooms;  Tuberculosis,  11  rooms;  Typhoid 
1 room  ; Vermin,  20  rooms  ; Cancer,  2 rooms  ; Other  diseases  4 rooms. 

2,940  articles  were  disinfected. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District 

Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Miss  Pugsley  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  which  deals  with 
the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 


COMPLAINTS. 

A total  of  286  complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  3 of 
these  referred  to  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  94  concerned 
the  presence  of  rats  and  1 76  were  in  reference  to  delay  or  carelessness 
in  collecting  house  refuse.  10  were  referred  to  other  departments  and 
3 on  investigation  proved  unfounded. 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


Statutory  (under  Public  Health  Acts)  ...  12 

,,  (under  Local  Acts)  ...  6 

Informal  (under  Public  Health  Acts)  ...  58 

Verbal  do.  ...  36 

Notices  relative  to  infectious  disease  ...  21 


133 

In  addition  to  the  above  811  letters  and  circulars  were  sent 
out  in  reference  to  the  following  : — Milk  Supply,  170  ; Food  Inspection, 
114  ; Petroleum  Act,  28  ; Salvage,  156  ; Infectious  Disease  and 
Immunisation,  343. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


House  roofs  repaired  and  made  watertight  ...  ...  ...  23 

Eaves  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  10 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

External  plastering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  walls  re-built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Plaster  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Kitchen  stoves  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

* 

Room  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  closet  cisterns  repair  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  closet  basins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  closet  basins  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Interceptors  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factory  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factory  water  closets  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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• Factories  & Workshops  Act,  1901. 
Factories  Act,  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


(Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tion 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecuted 

Occupiers 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

57 

1 

0 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

77 

0 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

(including  works  of  building  and  engineering  construe  - 
tion  but  not  including  outworkers'  premises). 

25 

0 

0 

I ot al  ...  ...  ...  ... 

159 

1 

0 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 

defects  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

14 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences... 

( not  including  offences  relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of  power) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937). 

Nil 

I otdl  • • • • • • 

14 

14 

Nil 

Nil 
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Housing. 

Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  166 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  61 1 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  925  and  932  15 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  22 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwTelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  73 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  65 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

rendered  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  : — Overcrowding. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  evacuees  received  in  the 
district,  it  was  impossible  to  consider  overcrowding. 

Camping  Grounds.  Very  few  camping  sites  were  in  use,  most  of 
these  being  occupied  only  for  short  periods. 

Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  when  the  20  visits 
of  inspection  were  made. 

Beach  and  Pleasure  Grounds.  No  serious  nuisance  was  reported 
on  any  of  the  beaches  or  pleasure  grounds. 

Arrangements  for  the  regular  collection  and  removal  of  refuse 
are  in  operation. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  3 houses  were  found  to  be  infested, 
none  of  these  were  houses  owned  by  the  Council. 

Disinfestation  by  spraying  with  an  insecticide  was  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  staff  after  the  woodwork  had  been  loosed 
from  the  walls  by  persons  employed  by  the  house  owners. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  following  list  shows  the  mumber  of  Milk  Producers  and 
Retailers  supplying  the  Urban  District. 

Premises  within  the  Urban  District. 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  retailers  ...  ...  23 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  wholesale  traders  ...  ...  12 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  retailers  and  wholesale  traders...  7 

Retailers  with  dairy  only  (non-producers)  ...  ...  18 

19  retailers  whose  premises  are  outside  the  district  are  registered 
to  retail  milk  within  this  district. 

38  producers  whose  premises  are  outside  the  district,  supply  milk 
to  Ilfracombe  dairymen. 

The  Rationalisation  Scheme  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
has  reduced  the  number  of  retailers  premises  so  that  during  the  year 
there  were  only  eight  producers  who  were  retailing  milk  and  a further 
eight  premises  in  use  as  retail  dairies. 

Previous  to  the  War,  37  persons  were  registered  to  retail  cream  in 
the  Ilfracombe  Market,  since  such  sales  were  prohibited  no  cream  has 
been  on  sale  in  the  district. 

Administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  has 
entailed  the  following  visits  and  inspections  : 

Farms  ...  ...  180  visits 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  224  visits 

Dairies  ...  ...  263  visits 

Dairymen’s  vehicles  ...  173  inspections 

The  total  number  of  milk  samples  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year  was  662. 

Accredited  and  school  milk  samples  ...  61 

Pasteurised  milk  samples  ...  ...  3 

Food  Adulteration  Act,  samples  ...  11 

National  Milk  Testing  Scheme  ...  587 


16 


tuberculosis  Examination  of  Milk  samples. 

13  of  the  accredited  milk  samples  were  examined  at  the  County 
Laboratory  to  ascertain  if  tubercle  bacilli  were  present. 

The  examination  was  by  means  of  a guinea  pig  innoculation  and  all 
were  found  negative  after  six  weeks  innoculation. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Orders , 1936  and  1938. 

One  licence  to  use  the  designation  “ Pasteurised  ” was  at  the  end 
of  the  year  issued  for  premises  in  which  milk  was  treated  by  the 
“ holder  ” process. 

Three  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  all  gave  satisfactory  results. 

One  of  the  samples  was  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  and  a negative  result  obtained. 

587  samples  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Standard  Routine 
method  known  as  the  “ rapid  resazuring  test.”  This  is  a test  designed 
to  detect  milk  of  poor  keeping  quality,  a condition  which  is  often  due 
to  fault  in  methods  of  production  and  proper  handling.  Many  of  the 
samples  were  taken  during  very  warm  weather  and  it  was  during  this 
that  most  of  the  B.  and  C.  results  were  obtained. 

For  advisory  purposes  a number  of  Sterility  tests  on  churns,  bottles 
and  appliances  were  carried  out  under  the  National  Milk  Testing 
Scheme,  the  results  obtained  were  communicated  to  the  retailers 
concerned  so  as  to  help  them  improve  their  methods  of  handling  milk. 


TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 
EXAMINED  UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING 

SCHEME. 


GRADING 

- 

A 

B 

c 

TOTAL 

Samples  from  Ilfracombe  Producers 

176 

50 

49 

275 

Samples  from  outside  Producers 

188 

74 

50 

312 

364 

124 

99 

587 
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Unsound  Food  Destroyed  1944. 


Loganberries 

Oranges 

Peaches 

Plums 

Black  Currant  Jam 
Greengage  Jam 
Ginger  Jam 
Marmalade 
Peach  Jam 
Plum  Jam 
Raspberry  Jam 
• Syrup 
Beans 
Peas 
Soup 
Pickles 

Tomato  Ketchup 

Meat  Paste 

Cocoa 

Dried  Egg 

Dried  Milk 

Milk 

Sugar 


13  tins 

Cake  Mixture 

9i  cwts. 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 tin 

Oats 

4 tins 

Barley 

2 „ 

Mustard 

1 „ 

Bacon  and  Ham 

? 

Chopped  Ham 

6 Jars 

Corned  Beef 

6 tins 

Ox  Tongue 

? 

Pork 

4 jars 

Pork 

2 tins 

Stewed  Steak 

62  „ 

Sausage  Meat 

18  „ 

Crayfish 

23  jars 

Herrings 

8 „ 

Hake 

1 bottle 

Mackarel 

2 jars 

Pilchards 

1 pkts 

Sardines 

2 tins 

Whiting 

3 

Cordial 

290  „ 

Vinegar 

..  496  lbs. 


Total  weight  16  cwts.,  1 qrs.,  24  lbs. 


4 pkts. 


tin 

lbs. 

tins 

lbs. 

tins 


1 

22 

6 

126 
25 
7 

19  „ 

1 „ 

2 3\  lbs. 
28  tins 

5 „ 
36  lbs. 
1 tin 

9 „ 

1 cwt. 

1 tin 
43  „ 

17  „ 

1 cwt. 
2 bottles 
1 „ 


Shops  Act,  1934.  During  the  year  258  inspections  were  made  in 
accordance  with  this  Act,  insanitary  conditions  were  found  on  eleven 
premises,  in  each  case  the  person  responsible  was  notified  and  the  faults 
remedied. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  with 
the  results  of  their  examination  : 


Number  taken 

Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Results  of  Examination 

New  Milk 

..  11 

0 

11 

10  samples  genuine,  1 sample, 
Number  84,  added  water  not 
less  than  34  per  cent. 

Baking  Powder. 

I 

— 

1 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

1 

Ginger  Cordial  . 

1 

— 

1 

Mixed  Spice 

..  1 

— 

1 

Pepper 

1 

— 

1 

Sauterne  Type  . 

, . — 

1 

1 

Proof  spirit  not  not  more  than 
8'2  per  cent. 

Vinegar 

1 

— 

1 

17 

1 

18 

Sample.  Number  84.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the 
producer  retailer  and  a fine  of  £20  with  £2  16s.  Od.  costs  was  inflicted. 

Three  informal  samples  of  milk  were  examined  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Office,  this  examination  of  informal  samples  enables  a close 
supervision  to  be  maintained  at  a minimum  of  cost. 

'The  average  composition  of  the  ten  ‘l  genuine”  formal  samples  of 
milk  was  : 

Non-fatty  milk  solids  ...  9.11  per  cent. 

Milk-fat  ...  ...  ...  4.88  per  cent. 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

23  licenses  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  a total  of  20,901  gallons 
of  petroleum-spirit. 

One  licence  to  store  40  gallons  of  petroleum  mixture  was  granted. 

The  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  was  £13  5s.  Od, 
63  inspections  were  made  under  the  Act. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 


At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  Council  agreed  to 
accept  from  the  Devon  County  Council  delegated  powers  and  from 
the  9th  March,  1944,  became  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act. 

A rodent  operator  was  appointed  and  commenced  duties  on  the 
8th  April. 

A preliminary  survey  followed  by  a more  detailed  one  was  carried 
out  and  has  formed  the  basis  for  action. 

Considerable  assistance  was  given  by  the  public,  who  in  response 
to  press  and  poster  publicity  readily  gave  notice  concerning  the  presence 
of  rats  and  mice. 

In  connection  with  rodent  control  1,198  inspections  were  made  of 
387  different  premises,  test  baits  were  laid  in  all  suspected  cases,  152 
premises  in  which  there  was  infestation  were  treated,  in  the  majority  of 
cases  by  the  use  of  poison  baits,  but  in  suitable  circumstances  gas  was 
employed.  410  dead  rats  and  75  dead  mice  were  picked  up. 

Estimated  by  the  amount  of  poison  bait  taken  2,270  rats  were 
destroyed. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Under  the  Ministry  of  Foods  centralisation  scheme  the  use  of  the 
Public  Abattoir  as  a slaughterhouse  was  discontinued  but  the  premises 
are  still  in  use  as  a distribution  centre. 

The  following  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
supervision  of  the  food  supply  : — 


Bakehouses 

35 

Markets 

50 

Food  Shops  and  Depots 

604 

Slaughterhouses 

61 

Preserved  Meat  Dealers 

92 

Cafes  and  Hotels 

64 

Food  Hawkers’  Vehicles 

28 

Meat  Carriers’  Vehicles 

60 

Other  Food  Premises 

66 

t 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  a 
contractor  working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Modern  vehicles  of  the  rear  loading  type  are  operated  and  have 
been  found  most  suitable  for  this  district. 

'File  wartime  reduction  in  the  amount  of  waste  paper  and  packing 
materials  combined  with  the  fact  that  many  articles  formerly  thVown 
away  are  now  salvaged  has  contributed  largely  to  reducing  the  amount 
of  refuse  now  to  be  collected. 

A collection  is  made  in  the  town  area  once  each  week  during  the 
winter  and  twice  each  week  during  the  summer,  a daily  collection  is 
made  during  the  summer  from  the  larger  hotels  and  boarding  houses. 
Ordinary  trade  refuse  is  collected  once  each  week  and  a daily  collection 
is  made  from  fish  shops. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  Council’s  Depot  at  Killa- 
cleave  Woods,  the  tip  is  also  utilised  by  builders  and  others  as  a dump 
for  surplus  materials  as  this  largely  consists  of  soil  and  shale  it  is  used 
as  a covering  for  the  refuse. 

Two  men  are  constantly  employed  in  the  packing  and  covering  of 
the  refuse  and  in  maintaining  the  tip  in  a proper  condition. 

Street  Cleansing.  Street  Cleansing  is  done  by  men  directly 
employed  by  the  Council,  a five  cwt.  van  is  in  service  for  collecting 
the  sweepings  and  this  has  been  found  satisfactory. 
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Salvage. 

A separate  staff  is  employed  in  the  collection  of  salvage  and  the 
work  has  continued  in  a satisfactory  manner  throughout  the  year. 

Each  house  in  the  town  area  is  visited  once  each  week  and  a 
fortnightly  collection  is  made  in  the  outlying  districts. 

Salvage  has  become  an  important  branch  of  local  authorities  work 
and  in  addition  to  meeting  a vital  need  in  respect  of  national 
requirements  it  has  resulted  in  a profit  which  the  Council  may  utilise 
for  other  services. 

In  addition  to  the  large  number  of  books  sent  for  munition  making 
4,937  books  were  salvaged  and  sent  to  the  Services  and  a further  617 


books 

were 

sent  for  restocking  blitzed  libraries. 

SALVAGE 

COLLECTIONS  AND 

SALES. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

144 

4 

2 

7 

Paper  and  Books 

962 

2 

9 

21 

4 

1 

0 

Iron 

42 

3 

1 

7 

10 

0 

0 

Tins 

6 

4 

3 

1 

0 

4 

Aluminium 

3 

19 

10 

3 

0 

3 

Brass  ... 

3 

2 

4 

3 

14 

Copper 

1 

15 

8 

3 

1 

18 

Lead  ... 

2 

13 

7 

25 

Lead  Foil 

3 

0 

18 

Pewter 

1 

4 

0 

1 

3 

22 

Zinc 

1 

0 

2 

10 

7 

3 

4 

Rags 

195 

13 

10 

10 

2 

17 

Carpet  ... 

2 

4 

0 

12 

1 

0 

Sacking 

1 

15 

9 

2 

12 

2 

0 

Rubber 

6 

11 

3 

5 

0 

0 

Cord  and  Rope  ... 

18 

0 

1 

1 

Hair 

... 

16 

6 

2 

5 

Feathers 

15 

3 

1 

0 

Felt  Hats 

1 

5 

9 

2 

1 

16 

Gramophone  Records 

2 

12 

8 

1 

17 

0 

12 

Bottles  (38  gross,  4 doz.) 

12 

3 

2 

6 

5 

0 

0 

Jars  (107  gross,  4 doz.) 

51 

13 

0 

10 

19 

0 

0 

Bones  ... 

52 

4 

3 

Haulage 

36 

5 

3 

207 

2 

0 

26 

£1389 

6 

4 

As  in  previous  years  there  has  again  been  close  co-operation  with  all 
departments  of  the  Council,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of  gratefully 
acknowledging  the  friendly  and  valuable  help  of  the  officials  and  their 
staffs. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  Saunders. 


August , 1944. 
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